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Before you begin

Thank you for downloading The Freedom Road Handbook. It brings together the most useful lessons from
our research-based guides into one place you can read on the road, print, or share with a travel partner.
Every chapter links to a deeper guide or a free calculator on freedomroadliving.com, so you can go further
whenever you need to.

Affiliate disclosure. This guide contains affiliate links, marked "affiliate links" and shown in gold. If you buy
through one, Freedom Road Living may earn a commission at no extra cost to you. Commissions never decide
what we recommend, and our free tools recommend sizes and categories, not brands. Cover photo by Gu Bra
on Pexels. Our guides are research-based; we do not claim hands-on testing unless we say so. Details: Affiliate
Disclosure.
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This ebook is for planning and education only. It is not legal, tax, financial, insurance, medical or safety advice. Follow
your RV and equipment manufacturers' instructions, and consult qualified professionals for your situation. Prices and
offers change; check current details with each seller.
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Is full-time RV living right for you?

Life on the road rewards people who plan well and stay flexible. Before you sell anything,
test the idea honestly.

Full-time RV living appeals to retirees, remote workers, young families and adventurers alike. It also
changes almost everything about daily life: where you sleep, how you work, how you get mail and how you
handle a breakdown. The people who thrive tend to share three habits. They plan their money carefully,
they keep a backup for anything that matters, and they slow down.

Ask yourself these questions

Take a trial run first

The single best step is an extended trial. Rent or borrow an RV, or book a long stay at an RV park, and bring
the things you think you would need. Notice where you run out of storage, how the bed feels after a week,
how you handle dumping tanks and leveling, and whether you can work comfortably. These lessons cost far
less before you buy than after. Our guide on how to rent an RV explains the options.

Mistakes to avoid

Selling the house before a trial run.
Assuming everyone in the family wants the same pace.

Planning a nonstop tour instead of a sustainable routine.

Why do I want this: travel, a simpler life, lower costs, family, or work freedom?

How do I handle small spaces, constant change and hands-on maintenance?

Does everyone coming along want the same pace?

Can I work reliably, or is my income independent of location?

What will I do with my house: sell, rent or keep?
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Choosing the right rig

Your RV is your home, your office and your vehicle. Choose it for daily living, not for a
weekend.

Type Strengths Trade-offs

Fifth wheel Space, storage, residential feel Needs a capable pickup and careful payload math

Class A Large living space, easy setup Higher cost; most owners tow a car

Class C Easier to drive, cab-over bed Less storage than a Class A

Travel trailer Wide price range; unhitch to explore Often lighter construction

Camper van Go almost anywhere, easy parking Very tight for full-time living

Features that matter every day

Inspect before you sign

Test every system with water and power connected. Look for water damage around roof seams, slide-outs
and windows, check tire date codes, and run the generator, water heater and refrigerator. For a used RV, an
independent inspector is worth considering. Our free New RV Inspection Checklist walks you through it,
and RV mattress sizes explains bed dimensions.

If you tow

Your safe limit is the lowest rating among the vehicle, hitch receiver, ball mount, ball and coupler. For a
conventional travel trailer, aim for tongue weight of roughly 10 to 15 percent of the loaded trailer, and
consider a weight distribution hitch with sway control. Weigh the loaded rig at a truck scale. See the RV
trailer hitch guide.

A comfortable bed: measure the platform, because RV mattresses are often short queens or RV kings

A real workspace if you work online

Enough storage and cargo capacity for full-time gear

Holding tank sizes that suit how long you will boondock

Insulation suited to the climates you plan to visit

The Freedom Road Handbook 4

https://freedomroadliving.com/tools/new-rv-inspection-checklist/
https://freedomroadliving.com/rv-mattress-sizes/
https://freedomroadliving.com/rv-trailer-hitch/
https://freedomroadliving.com/rv-trailer-hitch/


Where to look AFFILIATE LINKS

Weight distribution hitches on Amazon
Compare ratings against your trailer and vehicle

Tongue weight scales on Amazon
Measure instead of guessing

Mistakes to avoid

Buying for weekend trips instead of daily living.
Ignoring cargo capacity and payload.
Skipping an inspection because the RV looks clean.

Trusting the highest tow rating instead of the lowest one in the chain.
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Building a budget that holds up

Your travel pace changes your costs more than anything else. Build your budget from real
quotes.

Many people assume RV living is always cheaper than a house. Sometimes it is, sometimes it is not.
Camping fees and fuel are usually the biggest monthly costs, and both depend on how often you move.
Staying a week or a month at a time often unlocks lower rates and saves fuel.

The categories to include

Build two budgets: one for a "moving" month and one for a "staying put" month. The difference shows
your biggest lever. Our free Full-Time RV Budget Calculator, Campground Cost Calculator and RV
Emergency Fund Calculator show their working and never store your entries.

Ways to spend less

Read more in free camping in the US and RV loans explained.

Campgrounds and memberships

Fuel and propane

RV payment, insurance and registration

Maintenance reserve: tires, roof sealant, appliances

Internet and phone plans

Health insurance and care

Food, household and entertainment

Mail service and paperwork

Emergency fund deposits

Move less often and stay longer

Use weekly and monthly campground rates

Camp legally on public land when it suits you; see our free camping guide

Keep up with maintenance to avoid expensive failures

Review insurance and subscriptions every year
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Mistakes to avoid

Copying someone else's budget instead of using your own quotes.
Leaving out maintenance, health insurance and an emergency fund.
Moving too often, which quietly doubles fuel and campground costs.
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Domicile, mail and paperwork

Without a house you still need a legal home state for licenses, registration, insurance, taxes
and voting.

That home state is your domicile. Popular choices among full-timers include Texas, Florida and South
Dakota, but the best state depends on your taxes, health insurance, vehicle costs and where you actually
travel. Pair your domicile with a mail forwarding service that gives you an address and forwards mail to you
on the road. USPS forwarding is temporary, so it is a bridge, not a long-term solution.

This is general information, not legal or tax advice. Rules change; verify with official agencies and qualified
professionals. Full guide: RV domicile and mail forwarding.

Mistakes to avoid

Choosing a domicile on taxes alone.

Relying on temporary USPS forwarding for the long term.
Leaving loose ends, accounts and returns in your old state.

Compare states using official sources

Choose a mail service with an address your state accepts

Get your driver's license and register vehicles

Register to vote and set up mail ballots

Get insurance quotes close to your arrival date

Ask a tax professional about leaving your old state
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Staying connected

If you work online, connectivity is as essential as water and power. One connection is not a
plan.

Campground WiFi is a bonus, not a plan: it is shared by everyone in the park and often slows down in the
evening. The reliable approach is to layer connections so one failure never stops a workday.

Traveling to Canada or Mexico? A travel eSIM can add data without swapping SIM cards, as long as your
phone is unlocked. Guides: RV WiFi, RV cell signal booster, Starlink for RV and eSIM for travel. Get a
personal plan with the RV Internet Setup Selector.

Where to look AFFILIATE LINKS

Orbit Mobile
Mobile data plans and hotspots for travel

eSIMX
Travel eSIM data plans for the US, Canada and abroad

RV cell signal boosters on Amazon
Check carrier band support and FCC certification

Travel routers on Amazon
Combine cellular, campground WiFi and satellite

Mistakes to avoid

Relying only on campground WiFi.

Choosing two plans on the same carrier, which fail together.
Expecting a booster to create signal where there is none.
Buying a travel eSIM for a phone that is still carrier-locked.

Start with a phone or dedicated hotspot

Carry plans from two different carriers

Add a cell signal booster for fringe areas; it amplifies existing signal but cannot create it

Add satellite internet for remote camping

Tie it together with a mobile router

Test speeds before important calls
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Power: solar, batteries and generators

Know your daily energy use first. Everything else is sized from that number.

Add up the watt-hours your devices use in a day: fridge, laptop, lights, fans, router, pumps. Then size your
system for the season you will actually camp in, because winter sun can be a fraction of summer's.

The building blocks

Use the RV Solar Sizing Calculator, Battery Runtime Calculator and Portable Power Station Selector.
Guides: RV solar panels, RV lithium battery, RV inverter and RV generator.

Where to look AFFILIATE LINKS

Renogy
RV solar panels, lithium batteries and charge controllers

Eco-Worthy
Solar panels, lithium batteries and off-grid kits

Callsun Solar
Solar panels, charge controllers and lithium batteries

Bluetti
Portable power stations and solar generators

Fossibot
Portable power stations and solar generators

BougeRV
Solar kits and 12-volt RV gear

Compare usable capacity, continuous and surge output, battery chemistry, weight and warranty. Our recommendations
are research-based; we do not claim hands-on testing.

Batteries: lithium iron phosphate (LiFePO4) batteries let you use most of their rated capacity; lead-acid
batteries should not be drained much below half

Solar panels and a charge controller matched to your battery chemistry

An inverter sized for the AC loads you run at the same time

A portable power station for simpler setups or as a backup

A generator for cloudy stretches and air conditioning; inverter generators are quieter and suit
campground generator hours
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Mistakes to avoid

Sizing solar for summer when you camp in winter.
Using a battery's label capacity instead of its usable capacity.
Ignoring startup surge for fridges, pumps and air conditioners.

Running a generator outside posted generator hours.
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Essential gear for your first year

Buy hookup, leveling and safety gear first. A missing item there can end a trip.

Gear Why it matters Our guide

Surge protector or EMS Protects your electrical system from bad pedestal
power

RV surge protector

Leveling blocks and
chocks

Level RVs run fridges, slides and drains properly RV leveling blocks

Tire pressure monitoring Early warning before a blowout RV TPMS

Water filter and regulator Cleaner water and protected plumbing RV water filter

Sewer hose kit and gloves Clean, quick tank dumping How to dump RV
tanks

Portable fridge or freezer Extra cold storage for long stays RV refrigerator

RV cover Protection during storage RV covers

Where to look AFFILIATE LINKS

RV surge protectors on Amazon
Match 30 or 50 amp service

RV leveling blocks on Amazon
Choose blocks wider than your tires

TPMS kits on Amazon
Check pressure range and sensor count

RV water filters on Amazon
Use with a pressure regulator

Euhomy
Portable fridges and freezers for RVs and vans

Bagail
Camping gear and organizers for small spaces

The free RV Starter Gear Checklist covers everything else.
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Mistakes to avoid

Buying decorative extras before hookup, leveling and safety gear.
Using stabilizer jacks to level the RV.
Dumping the gray tank before the black tank.

Skipping a surge protector at older campgrounds.
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Your mobile office

Reliability is the job: a backup connection, backup power and a setup that is comfortable for
long days.

The free Mobile Office Checklist and Remote-Work Data Usage Calculator help you plan, and our Work
From the Road hub and workamping guide cover income options.

Where to look AFFILIATE LINKS

UPERFECT
Portable monitors for a laptop workstation

RAVPower
Chargers, power banks and charging hubs

Portable laptop stands on Amazon
Better posture on long days

Mistakes to avoid

Having no backup connection on an important workday.

Forgetting how the workspace is powered on a cloudy day.
Working from another country without checking employer rules.

Two independent internet paths

Power for a full workday, even on a cloudy day

A good headset and a quiet corner for calls

An ergonomic setup: laptop stand, external keyboard, portable monitor

Charging for every device

Security: updates, strong passwords and your own private network

Your employer's rules on working from other states or countries
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Campgrounds, routes and national parks

Where you stay shapes your budget, your sleep and your adventures.

Private RV parks offer full hookups and amenities. Public campgrounds in state and national parks offer
beautiful settings, often with fewer hookups and strict length limits, so check site lengths before you book.
Boondocking on public land is often free but requires planning for power, water and waste.

Plan with the RV Campground Finder (official NPS and Recreation.gov data), the national park RV length
table and guides to Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Zion and the Smoky Mountains.

Mistakes to avoid

Booking a site without checking its individual length limit.

Arriving after dark at an unfamiliar campground.
Underestimating how far ahead popular parks fill up.

Check rig length against the campground and the individual site

Note generator hours and quiet hours

Book popular parks as early as their reservation windows allow

Arrive with daylight to spare

Keep travel days short; slower travel costs less and feels better
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Maintenance and safety

An RV is a house that experiences an earthquake every time you drive. Small routines
prevent big repairs.

Arrival routine

Departure routine

Seasonal care

Guides: RV awning care, how to winterize an RV and RV water heater repair.

Walk the site before backing in

Level side to side, chock, then front to back

Lower stabilizers only after leveling

Plug in through the surge protector

Connect water through a filter and pressure regulator

Retract slides and the awning

Raise all jacks and stabilizers

Dump tanks: black first, then gray

Check hitch, chains, breakaway cable and lights

Check tire pressures cold

Walk around once more

Inspect roof seals and reseal as your manual recommends

Clean the awning and store it dry

Winterize before the first hard freeze, using only RV antifreeze

Test smoke, carbon monoxide and propane detectors

Keep a fire extinguisher by the door
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Mistakes to avoid

Driving off with a jack down or a chock under a tire.
Putting off small roof and seal repairs.
Using automotive antifreeze in RV plumbing; use only RV antifreeze.
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Your first 30 days

A simple plan for your first month on the road.

When Focus

Week
1

Stay close to home or a familiar area. Practice leveling, hookups and dumping tanks. Keep a list of
what is missing.

Week
2

Test your internet and power setup on a real workday. Fix the weakest link.

Week
3

Take a short travel day under three or four hours. Practice your departure and arrival routines.

Week
4

Review your actual spending against your budget. Adjust pace, campground choices and plans.

Most of all, be patient with yourself. Every full-timer has a story about a forgotten chock or a stubborn
slide. Routines and checklists turn those stories into rare events.
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Quick-reference checklist

Tear this page out, or keep it on your phone. It is the whole handbook on one page.

Before you buy

Money and paperwork

Connection and power

Every stop

Trial run complete

Rig chosen for daily living

Inspection done with water and power on

Tow ratings and payload checked

Moving and staying budgets built

Emergency fund started

Domicile and mail service chosen

Insurance and health plans checked

Two independent internet paths

Daily watt-hours calculated

Batteries sized by usable capacity

Surge protector packed

Level, chock, then stabilize

Black tank first, then gray

Tires checked cold before travel

Final walk-around before driving
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Keep going

Freedom Road Living publishes new research-based guides and free planning tools regularly. Start with the
Start Here guide, browse all free RV tools, or read the latest guides. If you have a question or spot
something that has changed, email hello@freedomroadliving.com. We read every message.

Safe travels,
Jeremy Jarvis
Founder and Editor, Freedom Road Living

© 2026 Freedom Road Living. Free to download and share in full for personal use; please do not sell it or remove the
links. Freedom Road Living, 10106 Silverleaf Rd, Mineral Point, MO 63660.
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